
Engagement with Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) 

HiEd engages academia, emergency management professional organizations, and practitioners to work together to foster a 
culture of continuous learning and innovation to meet the challenges that confront the Nation. 

FEMA’s National Training and Education Division (NTED) Higher Education (HiEd) Program led an 
engagement meeting with executives representing FEMA, DHS, and Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities (HBCUs) on September 15-16, 2021 in Atlanta, GA. Day One was hosted by FEMA Region 
4 and Day Two was hosted by Clark-Atlanta University. HiEd is a small program and leverages 
partnerships across FEMA, DHS, and the academic community to advance emergency management (EM) 
and related fields. The purpose of the meeting was to: 

• Discuss efforts to establish and sustain EM programs at HBCUs. 
• Discuss potential resources to help establish and sustain EM programs at HBCUs. 
• Outline a process for continued engagement between FEMA and HBCUs. 
• Develop a report based on individual perspectives and input from attendees which will be 

collected to inform federal staff of successes, challenges, and areas for improvement. 
 
The meeting used a hybrid format, with most attendees in person and a few online. COVID-19 safety 
measures including face coverings and social distancing were in effect for all in-person attendees, 
including 24 executives and 6 to 10 staff.  
 

 
From left to right; front row: Dr. Karl Wright (Claflin), Karinda Washington (DHS), Tony Russell (FEMA), Traci Silas (DHS), 
Dr. Oluponmile Olonilua (TX Southern), Dr. Angelyn Flowers (UDC), Dr. David Jackson (NCCU), Dr. Erik Brooks (Central 

State), Charlotte Porter (FEMA), Dr. Heshmat Aglan (Tuskegee), Dr. Curtis Johnson (TN State), Gracia Szczech (FEMA); back 
row: Meldon Hollis (facilitator), Dr. Joseph Whittaker (Jackson State), Marcus Coleman (FEMA), W Winfield (FEMA), David 

Maurstad (FEMA), Dr. Robert Mock (UMES), Jo Linda Johnson (FEMA), Dr. Johnny Jones (Wilberforce), Dr. John Pierre (SU 
Law Center), Dr. Julian Muhammad (scribe), Antoine Richards (facilitator), and Mike Sharon (FEMA) 

 
Overall, the discussion was very positive and yielded many new connections and promising ideas. For 
example, the DHS Office of Academic Engagement signed a memorandum of understanding with 
Wilberforce University, the first HBCU to join their national effort to drive diversity across internships, 
externships and federal hires. The FEMA-HBCU meeting materials will be posted on the HiEd website 
when final. 
 
Contact 
 
Lisa Lofton, NTED Senior Advisor, Lisa.Lofton@fema.dhs.gov 
Kelly Fitzgerald, HiEd Program Manager, FEMA-HiEd@fema.dhs.gov 

https://training.fema.gov/hiedu/
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