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}   “The task of the 
analyst…is to identify 
exactly what is at 
stake…it is necessary 
to ascertain the 
long-term goal of the 
insurgents and the 
relationship of that 
goal to the above 
described aspects of 
politics.” (p.19) 



} “There’s no 
pictures!” 



} What do I need to do? 
◦  I need to rethink my approach 
◦ What are my strengths as a teacher and 

what are my weaknesses? 
◦  Identify my audience 
◦ What is it I want them to take away from 

this learning opportunity? 



}  “The focus remains 
on helping people 
learn to reason or 
create, to use new 
information, not on 
the need to tell 
students everything 
they must know 
and understand.” 

}  (p. 51) 



}  My students are interested in getting their 
degree and finding employment, not as 
preparation for graduate studies 

}  Most are pursuing a degree in Criminal 
Justice, or are interested in the topic of 
terrorism 

}  Most are non-traditional students, working 
full-time, and have families 



}  If you want to know how something works, 
you have to take it apart 

}  What is the structure of terrorism? 
◦  Ideology 
◦  Organization 
◦  Funding 
◦  Planning 

}  Terrorists in the classroom 



}  Rules are explained 
◦  This is a class project, outside of their regular class 

attendance 
◦  Students are randomly assigned to a five member 

cell 
◦  Operational security is paramount, any breach 

means zero points, only contact between teacher 
and cell is through the cell leader 
◦  There will be NO violence, no operational activities 



}  Each cell is required to develop a unifying 
name, for example Farmers Against Religious 
Tolerance (FART) 

}  To develop an ideology 
}  To formulate a funding mechanism 
}  To develop an operational plan that furthers 

their ideology 





}  Department chair 
and campus dean 
were notified and 
briefed about the 
activity 

}  Notified the local 
newspaper, the 
Tulsa World, who 
published an article 
on the class 



}  ASAC Brian Boetig 
expressed an 
interest and 
brought two agents 
to debrief the cells 

}  He was impressed 
and said half of the 
cells had viable 
plans and structure 

 



} Tweaks made 
◦  Introduction of a Counterterrorism cell, 

the Red Cell, whose role is to identify 
other cells and their plans 
◦ Use of CHDS Dystopia community maps 

and descriptions, instead of actual 
locations 
◦ Use of five “canned” ideologies 



}  Lessons learned 
◦ Does not translate well to an online course 
◦ Must be flexible and perceptive to the 

changing classroom makeup 
◦ Small class size tends to diminish the 

ability to create effectively 
◦ Keeping the powers that be in the loop 
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