
Former Acting Under Secretary of Intelligence & Counter-Terrorism Coordinator

US Department of Homeland Security

John Cohen

John D. Cohen has over three decades of experience in law enforcement, counter-intelligence, and homeland security. Mr.
Cohen has studied mass casualty attacks and is currently studying the impact of Internet-based communications technologies
on crime and homeland/national security.  He served as the Acting Under-Secretary for Intelligence and Analysis (I&A) and
Counterterrorism Coordinator for the United States Department of Homeland Security (DHS). During his time at DHS, Mr.
Cohen was a direct adviser to the Secretary and he oversaw the development and implementation of a number of high visibility
Department-wide crime prevention, counterterrorism, counter-intelligence and border and transportation security initiatives.
Mr. Cohen also led the Department’s efforts to establish multi-disciplinary programs focused on: countering violent extremism;
preventing and responding to mass casualty/active shooter attacks; improving information sharing; and expanding DHS’
interactions and collaboration with state and local law enforcement organizations, private sector companies and faith-based
organizations. 

Previously Mr. Cohen served as the Senior Advisor to the Program Manager for the Information Sharing Environment, Office
of the Director of National Intelligence, where he authored and coordinated the implementation of key components of the 2007
White House National Strategy for Information Sharing. In 2004 he was selected by the National Journal as one of the “100 Key
People in Homeland Security.” 

The Global Picture

What Do Foreign Threats Mean For Us Here At Home?

Laurie R. Doran was appointed Director of the New Jersey Office of Homeland Security and Preparedness (NJOHSP) on
February 14, 2022.  In her role, she serves as the federally designated Homeland Security Advisor (HSA) to the Governor and is
the Cabinet-level executive responsible for coordinating and leading New Jersey's Counterterrorism, Cybersecurity, and
Emergency Preparedness efforts.

Doran joined NJOHSP in April 2018 as Director of the Intelligence and Operations Division, after retiring from the Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA) with more than 32 years of service.  At the CIA, she served as a Senior Manager and Operations
Officer in the Directorate of Operations, serving overseas for the majority of her career.

Dr. Seth G. Jones is an instructor of Comparative Government for Homeland Security in the Naval Postgraduate School’s Center
for Homeland Defense and Security. Seth is the Senior Vice President, Harold Brown Chair, and Director of the International
Security Program at the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS). He leads a bipartisan team of over 50 resident staff
and an extensive network of non-resident affiliates dedicated to providing independent strategic insights and policy solutions
that shape national security.

Dr. Jones was the Director of the International Security and Defense Policy Center at the RAND Corporation. He also served as
representative for the commander, U.S. Special Operations Command, to the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Special
Operations. Before that, he was a plans officer and adviser to the commanding general, U.S. Special Operations Forces, in
Afghanistan. In 2014, he served on a congressionally mandated panel that reviewed the FBI’s implementation of
counterterrorism recommendations contained in the 9/11 Commission Report. Dr. Jones specializes in counterterrorism,
counterinsurgency, unconventional warfare, and covert action, including a focus on al-Qaeda and the Islamic State. He has
done field research and deployed with U.S. forces in Europe, the Middle East, South Asia, and Africa.

Russ Porter was appointed to the Senior National Intelligence Service by the Director of National Intelligence in June 2010. He
currently leads Strategic Partnerships at the National Counterintelligence and Security Center in the Office of the Director of
National Intelligence. Mr. Porter’s leadership at the national and international levels helped transform the post-9/11 domestic
security, information sharing, and intelligence landscape while championing privacy, civil liberties, and civil rights protections.
He is the recipient of numerous awards, including Distinguished Service Awards from LEIU and IALEIA; the National Fusion
Center Coordination Group’s “Leading the Charge” Award for establishing a national, integrated network of fusion centers; the
Civil Rights Award from the International Association of Chief of Police for championing the protection of privacy, civil
liberties, and civil rights in policy, training and ethical practice of the intelligence function; and the Lifetime Achievement
Award from the National Fusion Center Association for his transformational leadership efforts.
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