
Dr. Christopher Rodriguez is the Director of the Homeland Security and Emergency Management Agency (HSEMA). In this
role, Dr. Rodriguez serves as the Homeland Security Advisor and State Coordinating Officer for the District of Columbia. He
also is the State Administrative Agent for all homeland security federal grants funding for the District and the National Capital
Region. He led the agency through the COVID-19 Pandemic, the January 6th attack on the U.S. Capitol, and numerous other
critical incidents and planned special events. HSEMA is responsible for emergency planning, preparedness, response, and
recovery for the city. HSEMA houses the District’s Emergency Operations Center, District Watch Center, and the District
Fusion Center. 

Prior to HSEMA, Dr. Rodriguez served as Director of New Jersey’s Office of Homeland Security and Preparedness from 2014-
17, where he led statewide strategies, policies, and operations on counterterrorism, resiliency, and cybersecurity. While serving
in New Jersey, his home state, Dr. Rodriguez led the office during a national rise in homegrown violent extremism and
established close relationships with the private sector and federal, state, and local law enforcement. Recognizing the critical role
the public plays in stopping attacks before they happen, Dr. Rodriguez also increased the office’s engagement with the public—
building and maintaining key relationships with faith-based communities.  
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Rebecca is a futurist, author, and entrepreneur.  She is the founder of NEXT Generation Consulting and has held
residencies at the Alliance for Innovation, the Governing Institute, and the Association of Government Risk Pools.  She is
the board chairperson and faculty member at the Institute for Zen Leadership.

She is the author of The Next Big Things: The Future of Local Government (2015), ReGENERATION: A Manifesto for
America's Future Leaders (2013), and Live First, Work Second: Getting Inside the Head of Next Generation (2007).  Her
TEDx talk, Spring is Coming, was featured at the prestigious TEDxBeaconStreet in 2015.

Francisco Sánchez, Jr. was appointed in January 2022 by President Joseph R. Biden to serve as Associate Administrator of the
U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA), where he oversees the Office of Disaster Recovery and Resilience and is helping lead
the nation’s economic recovery from COVID and natural disasters. As the first presidential appointee to this position,
Francisco’s new role elevates the priority of business and economic recovery. He is an architect of a historic effort by the SBA to
reimagine its approach to helping local economies prepare for, respond to, and recover from increasingly frequent and
catastrophic disasters. Under his leadership the SBA is revamping its disaster and resilience enterprise to by reshaping its
programs for the nation’s 32.5 million small businesses, homeowners and renters, and private non-profits to ensure they have
the resources they need to weather any storm and build back stronger than ever. 

Francisco previously served as the Deputy Homeland Security and Emergency Management Coordinator for the Harris County
Office of Homeland Security & Emergency Management where he was the organization’s lead for strategic development,
planning, public affairs, and community preparedness initiatives. In his tenure there, the nation’s third largest county
responded to historic hurricanes, flooding, wildfires, and major industrial incidents while averaging a presidentially declared
disaster every nine months. He also played a leading role in public safety efforts to host major security events like Super Bowl
51, the NCAA finals, and multiple World Series. 

Mike is a specialist executive at Deloitte supporting efforts to prepare for, respond to, recover from, and mitigate against
the consequences of disaster events with broad-spectrum career experience, from hands-on firefighting to senior
management and policy development. Highlights of his career include 20 years with the New York Fire Department and
20 years in a variety of disaster response and recovery leadership positions. A sampling of the events he has led includes
federal responses on 9/11, Hurricanes Sandy and Maria, the Haiti earthquake, 2020 Bushfires in Australia, COVID 19
response operation in New York State, as well as a number of other national-level events.
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