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8:30 a.m. Registration and Coffee Service

9:00 a.m. Welcome & Agenda for the Day

9:05 a.m. Climate Security: A Pre-Mortem Approach to a Sustainable Global Future
John Comiskey, EdD, Associate Professor, Monmouth University
Michael Larranaga, PhD, President, R.E.M. Risk Consultants

Beats Thinking: Detecting Deception & Eliciting Truth
Nick Catrantzos, Investigator

Countering Human Trafficking
Bentley Nettles, Executive Director, Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission

Health Equity is a Homeland Security Issue
William Pilkington, Research Professor and HOPE Program Director, 
North Carolina Central University at North Carolina Research Campus

11:40 a.m. Lunch (NPS on Campus Dining Options)

1:00 p.m. How Fake News and Information Laundering Threaten Homeland Security
Samantha Korta, Deloitte & Touche LLP
Katelyn Mason, Lead Intelligence Analyst, Northern California Regional Intelligence Center

A Network Approach to National Critical Functions
Marilee Orr, Senior Enterprise Risk Management Analyst,
Office of Finance, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

Moral Injury
Noel Lipana, DSW, Vice President, DJD Art Foundation

Whistle-Blowing: An Unyielding Duty
Colonel (Select) Tom Rempfer, U.S. Air Force (Ret.)

DAY ONE            Tuesday, February 18 • Barbara McNitt Ballroom, Herrmann Hall

CHDS Alumni Short Talks, New Ideas in Homeland Security

CHDS Alumni Short Talks, New Ideas in Homeland Security
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3:30 p.m. Adjourn

4:30 p.m.

Monterey Tides Hotel, Lobby Bar and Lounge
2600 Sand Dunes Drive, Monterey

APEX Welcome Meet & Greet Reception
Hosted by the CHDS Association, Sponsored by FirstNet AT&T

SAY HELLO 
TO FELLOW ALUMNI

We want 
to hear 

from you!

Let us know how you are using your 
CHDS experience in the real world.

We learn from the strategies and 
policies you are implementing.

IT’S EASY!

Please send your story
to Heather Issvoran
at hissvora@nps.edu

What makes us unique is how you network and collaborate.  
Send us your testimonials, promotions and examples.



CHDS  |  Alumni Professional Exchange  |  APEX 20204

8:00 a.m. Registration and Coffee Service

8:30 a.m. Welcome
Glen Woodbury, Director, Center for Homeland Defense and Security, NPS

Opening Remarks
Vice Admiral (Ret.) Ann E. Rondeau, EdD, NPS President

Chad Gorman, Assistant Administrator National Preparedness,  
National Preparedness Directorate, Federal Emergency Management Agency, DHS

Presentation of the CHDS Founders Award
2020 Recipient, Captain Robert Simeral, USN (Ret.), NPS-CHDS Faculty

Workshop Overview
Chris Pope, President, CHDS Association

9:00 a.m.

Aaron Cotkin, PhD., Social Science Research Specialist, National Threat Assessment Center, 
Protective Intelligence and Assessment Division, U.S. Secret Service, DHS

Diana Drysdale,  Supervisory Social Science Research Specialist, National Threat  
Assessment Center, Protective Intelligence and Assessment Division, U.S. Secret Service, DHS

10:15 a.m. Morning Break

10:30 a.m.
Colin Murray, Defence R&D Canada & Senior Advisor, Science & Technology, DHS

Kristin Wyckoff, Science & Technology & Senior Advisor, DHS, Defence R&D Canada

11:45 a.m. Lunch (NPS on Campus Dining Options)

DAY TWO         Wednesday, February 19 • Barbara McNitt Ballroom, Herrmann Hall

Plenary Session 1:  Preventing Domestic Targeted Violence

Plenary Session 2:  Canada’s Approach to Homeland Security
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1:00 p.m. Brock Long, Executive Chairman, Hagerty Consulting & Former Administrator, FEMA, DHS

2:25 p.m. Afternoon Break

2:40 p.m. Denise Anderson, President, Health Information Sharing and Analysis Center 
(H-ISAC) & Chair, National Council of ISACs

4:00 p.m. Adjourn

5:30-8:00 p.m.

Monterey Tides Hotel
2600 Sand Dunes Drive, Monterey

Plenary Session 3:  Emergency Management 2.0 

Plenary Session 4:  Collaborative Security:  
How Information Sharing is a Team Sport 

Networking Reception 
Hosted by the CHDS Association

ALL ALUMNI AND GUESTS,  
SPEAKERS, FACULTY AND  

STAFF ARE INVITED
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“We believe collaboration across agencies 
is the key to success and will enable us to 
prepare for future threats at the local, state, 
tribal, territorial, and federal levels.”

 — GLEN WOODBURY 
DIRECTOR, CENTER FOR 

HOMELAND DEFENSE  
AND SECURITY, NPS

Garrapata Beach | By Bill Shewchuk
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8:30 a.m.
Workshop Summary and Schedule Overview
Chris Pope, President, CHDS Association
Remembrance of those who have recently passed

8:40 a.m.
Crystal Watson, DrPH, Senior Scholar, Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security 
& Assistant Professor, Department of Environmental Health and Engineering

10:00 a.m. Morning Break

10:15 a.m.

Madeline Kristoff, Acting San Diego Field Office Director,  
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, DHS

Kevin Peters, Chief, National Threat Evaluation and Reporting Program,  
Office of Intelligence & Analysis, DHS

11:40 a.m. Lunch (NPS on Campus Dining Options)

1:00 p.m. Ryan Burchnell, Director, FirstNet Strategy & Policy, AT&T

2:20 p.m. Afternoon Break

2:35 p.m.
CHDS Updates
Glen Woodbury, Director, Center for Homeland Defense and Security, NPS

Alumni Meeting

4:00 p.m. Adjourn

DAY THREE     Thursday, February 20 • Barbara McNitt Ballroom, Herrmann Hall

Plenary Session 5:  Public Health Risk Forecast –  
What Can We Expect?

Plenary Session 6:  Border Security – Perception versus Reality

Plenary Session 7:  5G & Homeland Security Leadership 
in the Age of Digital Transformation

Plenary Session 8:  CHDS Updates & Alumni Meeting 

THANK YOU! 
SEE YOU FEBRUARY 16-18, 2021

Michael McGrath
Deputy Inspector NYPD, ELP1201



CHDS  |  Alumni Professional Exchange  |  APEX 20208

• DAY ONE
John Comiskey | MA0805/0806, HSx1701 
John G. Comiskey is an Associate Professor of Homeland Security at Monmouth 
University in New Jersey. Dr. Comiskey is a retired New York City Police Lieutenant 
and a retired U.S. Coast Guard Reserve Senior Chief Petty Officer. His professional 
experiences include patrol, narcotics, intelligence, counterterrorism, and event and 
crisis management. Dr. Comiskey holds a Bachelor of Science in History and a Master 
of Arts in Secondary Education from Queens College; a Master of Arts in Homeland 
Security from the Naval Postgraduate School; and a Doctor of Education from St. 
John Fisher College. He is co-founder of the Center for Homeland Defense and 
Security’s HSx Advanced Thinking in Homeland Security Program. Dr. Comiskey’s 
research interests include intelligence studies, and homeland security and criminal 
justice education. He may be reached at jcomiske@monmouth.edu. 

Michael Larrañaga | MA1101/1102, HSx1701 
Michael D. Larrañaga is President of R.E.M. Risk Consultants, a science-based risk 
management and critical infrastructure resilience consulting firm, that assists clients 
with understanding and mitigating operational and security risks. He has served as 
an appointed member of the Board of Scientific Counselors for the CDC’s National 
Institute for Occupational Safety and Health and the Department of Homeland 
Security First Responders Group. Dr. Larrañaga worked previously with Ramboll, 
a multi-national infrastructure and engineering firm, and was Professor of Fire 
Protection and Safety at Oklahoma State University (OSU). He holds a Bachelor of 
Science in Fire Protection and Safety from OSU; Master’s degrees in Environmental 
Science and Homeland Security from the University of Houston Clear Lake and the 
Naval Postgraduate School, respectively; and a Doctor of Philosophy in Industrial 
Engineering from Texas Tech. He is co-founder of the Center for Homeland Defense 
and Security’s HSx Advanced Thinking in Homeland Security Program. He may be 
reached at mlarrañaga@remrisk.com.

Nick Catrantzos | MA0801/0802, HSx1701
Nick Catrantzos started out as an intelligence case officer whose wartime mission was 
interrogation. He has been a security director, has passed for a college professor, and 
posed as a minor authority on insider threats — which was the subject of his award-
winning thesis and a related textbook, Managing the Insider Threat: No Dark Corners. 
(Chapter 6 takes a deep dive into the detection of deception.) Nick remains a licensed 
investigator who enjoys writing feature stories for a small community magazine.

BIOS

mailto:jcomiske@monmouth.edu
mailto:mlarraÒaga@remrisk.com


CHDS  |  Alumni Professional Exchange  |  APEX 2020 9

Bentley Nettles | MA0805/0806  
Bentley Nettles was appointed Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission (TABC) 
Executive Director in 2017 following successful careers as an attorney and as 
a brigadier general for the Texas Army National Guard. Since his appointment 
as Executive Director, Nettles has guided TABC through the state Sunset 
process and has identified new ways to increase agency effectiveness while 
improving customer service and efficiency. Working with TABC employees and 
stakeholders from the alcoholic beverage industry, Nettles spearheaded new 
initiatives to fight human trafficking and improve industry outreach. Nettles 
graduated from Texas A&M University in 1985 with a bachelor’s degree in 
business management and earned his law degree from the South Texas College 
of Law in 1987. He earned a Master of Homeland Defense and Security from the 
Naval Postgraduate School and served a military fellowship at Tufts University’s 
Fletcher School of International Law and Diplomacy. Nettles has deployed 
to multiple combat theaters around the world, including Bosnia, Afghanistan 
and Iraq. He has received numerous military decorations including the Legion 
of Merit, the Bronze Star Medal with two oak leaf clusters and the Purple 
Heart. Nettles served as General Counsel for the Army Element Joint Force 
Headquarters in Austin and operated a successful law firm in Bryan assisting 
small businesses and veterans. He is a founding member and past chairman of 
Brazos Valley Cares, a non-profit group dedicated to serving military veterans 
and their families, as well as other boards and organizations in the Brazos Valley.

William Pilkington | MA1303/1304, ELP1602, HSx1701
William Pilkington is currently working on the North Carolina Research Campus 
in Kannapolis for North Carolina Central University in the Julius L. Chambers 
Biomedical/Biotechnology Research Institute. He is the H.O.P.E. Program 
Director and directs research activities aimed at reducing racial disparities in 
healthcare. He began working at N.C.C.U. after completing almost forty years as 
the public health director for Cabarrus County, North Carolina and CEO of the 
Cabarrus Health Alliance. Dr. Pilkington received his undergraduate degree with 
honors in political science from the University of North Carolina at Charlotte.  
He earned his four graduate degrees from the North Carolina State University, 
the University of Southern California, and the Naval Postgraduate School. At 
the University of Southern California, he completed his dissertation under the 
direction of CHDS Academic Programs Director Chris Bellavita.
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Samantha Korta | FCLP1501, MA1605/1606
Samantha “Sam” Korta is a cybersecurity advisor with Deloitte & Touche’s Risk and 
Financial Advisory practice. She is the former Deputy Director of the Wisconsin 
Statewide Intelligence Center, where she directed tactical, operational, and strategic 
activities, including criminal, counterterrorism, and cybersecurity efforts for a 
statewide intelligence organization operating within a national network. She has 
13+ years of experience developing high performing teams, building sustainable 
interagency and cross-sector partnerships, and leveraging innovative solutions 
within complex and ambiguous environments. Sam helps organizations make 
strategic, future-focused decisions, especially for challenges that arise at the 
intersection between technology and people, including the identification and 
management of risks from online misinformation and disinformation campaigns. 
Sam is a graduate of the Naval Postgraduate School  Center for Homeland Defense 
and Security master’s program where she served as class president and received the 
Outstanding Thesis Award for her thesis titled Fake News, Conspiracy Theories, and 
Lies: An Information Laundering Model for Homeland Security. 

Katie Mason | FCLP1705, MA1801/1802
Katie Mason is a Lead Intelligence Analyst for the Northern California Regional 
Intelligence Center in San Francisco, a graduate of the Naval Postgraduate School 
Center for Homeland Defense and Security master’s program, and a recent 
participant in the DHS/ODNI sponsored public and private sector analytical 
exchange program. She oversees a team of analysts responsible for processing 
incoming suspicious activity reports, sharing timely information with the appropriate 
partners or agencies, supporting federal terrorism investigations, processing requests 
for information, and providing in depth case support for criminal investigations. Her 
research for her master’s thesis and the DHS/ODNI analytical exchange program is 
focused on national security implications of targeted disinformation campaigns and 
strategy to mitigate or counteract it.

Noël Lipana | MA0905/0906
Dr. Noël Lipana operates Quiet Terrain, LLC, which uses performing arts to 
educate communities about moral injury and trauma. He earned his Doctor of 
Social Work at the University of Southern California in 2018, where he previously 
did work-study at their Center for Innovation and Research on Veterans and 
Military Families. Dr. Lipana’s work on moral injury compelled The House of 
Commons, Ottawa Canada, to bring him before their standing Committee on 
Veterans Affairs to testify on veteran transition. He co-founded The Center for 
Post Traumatic Growth in Sacramento, CA, a 501(c)(3), and was a founding 
Board member and is the sitting Vice President of the David J. Drakulich Art 
Foundation. Dr. Lipana earned his Bachelor of Science from the United States Air 
Force Academy in 1996 and his M.A. from CHDS in 2011. He has served in various 
Air Force and Army units throughout his twenty-year career, including time in 
Afghanistan as a counter-IED specialist. Dr. Lipana medically retired from the 
service as a Lieutenant Colonel.
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Tom Rempfer | MA0803/0804
Colonel (select) Tom Rempfer, USAF retired, ended his USAF career flying, 
instructing and evaluating counter-terrorism missions for the 2nd Special 
Operations Squadron in the MQ-1 Predator and MQ-9 Reaper. Past US Air 
Force flying assignments included duty as an F-16 flight lead, F-117 instructor 
pilot, C-130 aircraft commander and A-10 forward air controller, with total 
flight time of over 3500 hours of combat support and over 5,000 hours in total 
time. He served a special duty tour as the pilot member for the Air Force Chief 
of Staff ’s Cyberspace Task Force, which created the strategic path for the stand-
up of the Air Force Cyber Command. He was a distinguished graduate from 
the USAF Academy and USAF Pilot Training, and in his civilian career Tom 
has flown the ATR-42, DC-10, MD-80, A-300, B-737, B-757, B-767, B-777 and 
B-787 for American Airlines. He completed a master’s degree through the Naval 
Postgraduate School’s Center for Homeland Defense and Security and received 
the program’s Outstanding Thesis Award.

• DAY TWO
Glen Woodbury 
Director, Center for Homeland Defense and Security | MA0301/0302
Glen Woodbury is the Director of the Naval Postgraduate School’s Center for 
Homeland Defense and Security and was a CHDS Associate Director from 2004-
2007. He served as the Director of the Emergency Management Division for the 
State of Washington from 1998 through 2004. Mr. Woodbury is a Past President 
(2002-2003) of the National Emergency Management Association (NEMA) and 
served as the emergency management representative to the Advanced National 
Seismic System Advisory Board, the Co-Chair of the Mitigation Committee, the 
interim Intergovernmental Relations Sub-Committee Chair to the developing Na-
tional Homeland Security Consortium, and as Chairman of the Board of Directors 
for the Center for State Homeland Security, (a non-profit partnership of NEMA, 
the Adjutants General Association of the US, and Mitretek Systems). He also served 
in a variety of capacities on many Washington State and national councils, com-
mittees, and professional organizations. He served in the US Army as a commu-
nications officer from 1985 until he began his emergency management career in 
the State of Washington as an operations officer in 1992. Prior to his selection as 
the agency’s director, he managed the state’s Emergency Operations Center for 
two years. He has served as an officer in the US Army Reserves and as a volunteer 
firefighter in East Olympia, WA. Mr. Woodbury holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree 
in Engineering Sciences from Lafayette College in Easton, PA (1985) and a Master 
of Arts in Security studies (Center for Homeland Defense and Security) from the 
Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey, CA (2004).
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Vice Admiral Ann E. Rondeau, EdD, USN (Ret.)
President, Naval Postgraduate School
Retired Vice Adm. Ann E. Rondeau was appointed as President, Naval Postgraduate 
School on January 29, 2019. She brings to the assignment an unparalleled record 
of leadership and achievement within the military and academia in the areas of 
education, training, research, executive development, change management, and 
strategic planning. Prior to her appointment, Adm. Rondeau served as the sixth 
president of the College of DuPage. Her most recent military position was as 
the President of the National Defense University, a consortium of five colleges 
and nine research centers in Washington, DC. Rondeau has extensive leadership 
experience in significant military and educational roles. In 1985, she was selected 
and served as a White House Fellow in the Reagan Administration and went on to 
serve as the Deputy Commander of the U.S. Transportation Command in Illinois, 
Pentagon Director/Chief of Staff for the U.S. Navy Staff, Commander of the Navy 
Personnel Development Command in Virginia, Commander of the Naval Service 
Training Command at Great Lakes, Ill., Pacific Fleet Staff Chief of Staff in Hawaii, 
Commanding Officer of Naval Support Activity in Tennessee and other staff and 
commanding responsibilities with policy, support and student service. Rondeau 
retired from the U.S. Navy as a three-star admiral in 2012 and was the second 
woman to have achieved that rank in the Navy. She then served as a partner and 
later an independent consultant with the IBM Watson group. Rondeau holds a B.A. 
from Eisenhower College (NY), an M.A. from Georgetown University (DC) and 
an Ed.D. from the College of Education at Northern Illinois University in DeKalb. 
She also holds an honorary Doctorate in Public Service from Carthage College 
(Kenosha, WI) and an honorary Doctorate in Humane Letters from Rosalind 
Franklin University of Medicine and Science (Chicago, IL).

Chad Gorman | MA1005/1006
Chad Gorman is currently the Assistant Administrator National Preparedness 
within the National Preparedness Directorate at Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) Headquarters. Prior to taking this position in January 2017, 
Chad served as the Director of the Chemical, Biological, Radiological and Nuclear 
(CBRN) Office since joining FEMA in March 2009. During this period Chad 
established FEMA’s capabilities to manage and respond to a catastrophic CBRN 
incident and worked within FEMA and with international, federal, state, 
local, and private sector partners to enhance the nation’s ability to respond and 
recover from CBRN and terrorism incidents. Prior to joining FEMA, he led DHS 
HQ planning efforts focused on providing Departmental assets to support forward 
deployed military units in both Afghanistan and Iraq and served as a senior 
counterterrorism intelligence officer with the Defense Intelligence Agency, Central 
Intelligence Agency, and DHS Office of Intelligence and Analysis. Chad received 
his Bachelor of Arts from the University of Maryland at College Park, his master’s 
degree in Security Studies at the Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey, CA. He is 
also a graduate of Harvard University – John F. Kennedy School of Government’s 
Senior Executive Fellows Program.
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Captain Robert Simeral
USN (Ret.), NPS-CHDS Faculty
Robert Simeral joined the NPS Center for Homeland Defense and Security 
faculty in April 2004. He was appointed NPS Executive Director for Intelligence 
Research in 2004. His areas of specialization and research include:  
    • Intelligence in support of homeland security and homeland defense 
    • Intelligence in support of the war on terror 
    • Role of intelligence in the transformation of the U.S. Navy and defense 
    • Intelligence community transformation in education and research 
    • Space operations in support of intelligence 
    • Intelligence, surveillance, reconnaissance and targeting (ISR-T)  
    • Intelligence in support of joint and naval warfare 
    • Intelligence fusion for non-traditional users of intelligence 
As a career naval intelligence officer, Captain Simeral (ret.) served in command, 
fleet and joint service positions in the Pacific, Atlantic, and Washington/
National Capital Region which include: 
    • Commander, Joint Staff Intelligence Task Force, Pentagon, Operation  
       Enduring Freedom Commander, Office of Naval Intelligence (ONI),  
       Washington, D.C. 
    • Director of Intelligence (J2), U.S. Atlantic Command, Norfolk, VA 
    • Commander, Atlantic Intelligence Command, Norfolk, VA 
    • Director of Intelligence (N2), U.S. Pacific Fleet, Pearl Harbor, HI 
    • Assistant Chief of Staff for Intelligence (N2), U.S. Third Fleet 
Robert Simeral is a graduate of California Polytechnic State University, San Luis 
Obispo and holds master’s degrees from the Naval Postgraduate School and 
the Naval War College. His publications include “A Space Strategy Imperative: 
Linking Policy, Force and Rules of Engagement” in the Naval Law Review and 
various graduate education articles on homeland security and intelligence.
His academic recognitions include the NPS’s Lieutenant Commander David L. 
Williams Outstanding Faculty Award.

F O U N D E R S  A W A R D
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“APEX has content and speakers that are 
relevant to the diverse missions our alumni 
serve. There is something here for everyone 
to learn. The collaboration between local, 
state, federal, tribal, territorial and private 
sector leaders is second to none.”

 — CHRIS POPE  
PRESIDENT, 

CHDS ASSOCIATION 
MA0403-0404

Garrapata Beach | By Bill Shewchuk
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Christopher Pope
President, CHDS Association, MA0403/0404
Christopher Pope spent 30 years in the fire service, retiring in 2006 as the Chief 
of the Concord, NH Fire Department. In August of the same year, Governor 
Lynch appointed him to serve as his Homeland Security Advisor and the New 
Hampshire State Director of Homeland Security and Emergency Management. Mr. 
Pope stepped down in 2013 at the conclusion of Governor Lynch’s last term. He is 
a former Vice-Chair, Northeast States Emergency Consortium and a member of 
the Board of Directors of the International Emergency Management Group. Mr. 
Pope currently serves as Adjunct Faculty at Endicott College, Van Loan School of 
Graduate Studies; President of the CHDS Association; President’s Advisory Board, 
Granite State College; Member of the St. Paul’s School Executive Risk Committee; 
and, sits on the University System of New Hampshire Board of Trustees.

Aaron Cotkin
Dr. Cotkin is a Social Science Research Specialist with the U.S. Secret Service 
National Threat Assessment Center (NTAC) where he participates in the Center’s 
mission to conduct research and provide trainings, consultations, and information-
sharing on threat assessments and targeted violence. NTAC’s focus is understanding 
and developing methods to prevent violence that targets government officials and 
facilities, public spaces, K-12 schools, university campuses, and workplaces. Prior 
to joining NTAC, Dr. Cotkin taught courses in political science and ethics, and was 
managing editor of The Adam Smith Review. Dr. Cotkin earned a Ph.D. in political 
science from University of California San Diego.

Diana Drysdale
Ms. Drysdale is the Supervisory Research Specialist with the U.S. Secret Service 
National Threat Assessment Center (NTAC), where she is the program manager  
of the Center’s behavioral research on issues related to all forms of targeted 
violence, including assassination, school-based attacks, workplace violence, attacks 
on government and law enforcement, terrorism, and mass attacks in public spaces. 
Based on the operational findings of the work, Ms. Drysdale and the NTAC team 
also provide trainings and consultations on how to establish threat assessment 
programs as well as individual cases of concern for federal, state, and local law 
enforcement, government representatives, school administrators and teachers, 
mental health professionals, private industry, and other community partners. 
Ms. Drysdale has been with the Secret Service for 20 years, the majority of 
which was with NTAC.  Prior to joining the agency, she worked at the Center for 
Nonproliferation Studies (CNS) at the Monterey Institute of International Studies 
where her work focused on research and training related to criminal and terrorist 
incidents involving chemical, biological, radiological, and nuclear materials.  
Ms. Drysdale holds a bachelor’s degree in Philosophy and a master’s degree in 
International Policy Studies.
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Colin Murray | ELP1802
Colin Murray, Defence R&D Canada and Senior Advisor to U.S. Department 
of Homeland Security S&T Directorate (S&T), is currently serving as the first 
Canadian Exchange Officer to the U.S. Department of Homeland Security in 
Washington D.C., embedded within the Science & Technology Directorate. Colin 
began his career as a pilot/officer with the Royal Canadian Airforce, earning 
significant operational experience while deployed on missions spanning the Cold 
War to the War on Terror. His career included a 3-year flying tour with the United 
States Navy in support of the Pacific coast carrier fleet. In 2006, Colin transitioned 
from the military to help establish Canada’s new Centre for Security Science, 
focused on mobilizing innovation in support of domestic and multinational safety 
and security operations. By leveraging the strength of national and international 
networks, Colin continues to push the boundaries of innovation to help build 
resilient communities, sustain economic security, and protect lives. Colin has 
received awards and formal recognition from both the US and Canada for his 
leadership in advancing defence and security initiatives. Colin is a graduate of the 
Royal Military College of Canada and Canada’s Command and Staff College. He 
holds a master’s degree in Disaster and Emergency Management from Royal Roads 
University in Victoria, BC., and is super-proud to be a recent graduate of the U.S. 
Naval Postgraduate School, Center for Homeland Defense and Security, Executive 
Leaders Program. 

Kristin Wyckoff | MA1401/1402
Kristin Wyckoff serves as the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Science 
and Technology (S&T) Attaché at the U.S. Embassy in Ottawa, Canada, and 
leads DHS S&T’s strategic partnership with Defence Research and Development 
Canada. Ms. Wyckoff brings over 20 years of experience working with diverse 
stakeholders to build and implement national-level programs and systems to 
enhance public safety and security. Prior, Ms. Wyckoff served as Director of DHS 
S&T’s Office of Public-Private Partnerships leading S&T’s efforts to partner with 
industry to identify, develop and transition technologies to address homeland 
security needs. Before joining DHS S&T, Ms. Wyckoff served in various leadership 
positions within FEMA to improve national preparedness and emergency 
management operations. Ms. Wyckoff graduated with degrees in Political Science 
and International Relations from Towson University and received a Master of 
Science degree in Management Information Systems from The George Washington 
University and completed a Master of Arts degree in Homeland Security and 
Defense at the Naval Postgraduate School. 



CHDS  |  Alumni Professional Exchange  |  APEX 2020 17

Brock Long | ELP0902
Brock Long is the former Administrator of the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA). Confirmed in June 2017 by the US Senate with strong bipartisan 
support (95-4), Brock served as the Nation’s principal advisor to the President 
responsible for coordinating the entire array of federal government resources down 
through 50 states, 573 tribal governments, and 16 island territories to assist them 
with executing disaster preparedness, mitigation, response, and recovery. Brock 
is the 10th Administrator and the youngest to hold the office. While serving as 
Administrator, Brock coordinated the federal government’s response to over 144 
Presidentially declared disasters and 112 wildfires, including three of the Nation’s 
most devastating hurricanes and five of the worst wildfires ever experienced. 
During this time, nearly $44 billion of disaster activity occurred under the various 
federal recovery programs. From 2008-2011, Brock served as Director of Alabama’s 
Emergency Management Agency (AEMA) under Governor Bob Riley. He is a 
graduate of the US Naval Postgraduate School Center for Homeland Defense and 
Security’s prestigious Executive Leaders Program. He attended Appalachian State 
University where he graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree and a Master of 
Public Administration.

Denise Anderson | ELP1202
Denise Anderson is President and CEO of the Health Information Sharing and 
Analysis Center (H-ISAC). Prior to H-ISAC, she was a Vice President of FS-ISAC 
where for almost nine years she helped the ISAC grow and achieve its successful 
status in the information sharing community. She has over 25 years of executive 
management level experience in the private sector. She speaks all over the globe on 
critical infrastructure cyber and physical security. Denise currently serves as Chair 
of the National Council of ISACs (NCI). She was instrumental in implementing a 
Critical Infrastructure/Key Resource (CI/KR) industry initiative to establish a pri-
vate sector liaison seat at the National Infrastructure Coordinating Center (NICC) 
(now a part of the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency - CISA) to 
enhance information sharing between the private sector, CI/KR community and 
federal government and serves as one of the liaisons. She is a health sector repre-
sentative to the National Cybersecurity and Communications Integration Center 
(NCCIC) — a DHS-led coordinated watch and warning center (now also part of 
CISA). She participates on a number of advisory boards, is a Board member of 
the Global Resilience Federation, and a member of the Cyber Future Foundation. 
Denise was certified as an EMT (B), and Firefighter I/II for twenty years and as an 
Instructor I/II and state EMT evaluator in Virginia for over ten years. Denise holds 
an MBA in International Business and is a graduate of the Executive Leaders Pro-
gram at the Naval Postgraduate School Center for Homeland Defense and Security.
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• DAY THREE
Crystal Watson
Dr. Watson is a Senior Scholar at the Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security and 
Assistant Professor in the Department of Environmental Health and Engineering at 
the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health. Her policy research focuses on 
public health risk assessment, crisis and risk-based decision making, public health and 
healthcare preparedness and response, biodefense, and emerging infectious disease 
preparedness and response. She also conducts research on the funding and management 
of biodefense and health security in the US federal government. From 2012 to 2013, 
Dr. Watson served as Program Manager for the Integrated (CBRN) Terrorism Risk 
Assessment (ITRA) program of the US Department of Homeland Security (DHS), 
Science and Technology Directorate. Since joining the Center in 2004, Dr. Watson has 
led a variety of projects and authored a number of peer-reviewed articles and reports, 
including an article published in Science on biological threat characterization and articles 
on risk assessment; federal decontamination plans for a wide-area biological attack; 
federal, state, and local medical response to Hurricane Katrina; and the National Hospital 
Preparedness Program. Dr. Watson also focuses on supporting national and global health 
security and was a member of the Center’s Joint External Evaluation (JEE) team, which 
conducted an assessment of Taiwan’s capacities and capabilities under the International 
Health Regulations (IHR). Dr. Watson serves as an Associate Editor of the journal Health 
Security. She earned a DrPH in Health Policy and Management in 2017, and an MPH in 
2009, from the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health. She earned a BA in 
molecular, cellular, and developmental biology in 2004 from the University of Colorado  
at Boulder.

Madeline Kristoff | MA1705/1706
Madeline Kristoff is currently the Acting Field Office Director for the U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services San Diego Field Office. She has also held the positions of Section 
Chief and Community Relations Officer at the USCIS San Diego Field Office. She began 
her USCIS career with the Refugee Affairs Division, adjudicating refugee applications 
around the world. Prior to joining USCIS, Madeline worked for the Department of 
Defense at the Near East South Asia Center for Strategic Studies researching the Levant 
and North Africa. As a Boren Fellow in the West Bank from 2010 to 2011, Madeline 
studied Arabic and wrote her MA thesis evaluating the European Union’s training 
program for the Palestinian police. Madeline has also worked at the United States Institute 
of Peace studying post-conflict security sector reform in Iraq and Afghanistan and the 
Department of State’s Foreign Service Institute. Madeline received an MA in Security 
Studies (Center for Homeland Defense and Security) from the Naval Postgraduate School, 
an MA in International Peace and Conflict Resolution from American University’s School 
of International Service, and a BA in Foreign Affairs and Middle Eastern Studies from the 
University of Virginia. 



CHDS  |  Alumni Professional Exchange  |  APEX 2020 19

Kevin Peters | MA1705/1706
Kevin Peters is a career Intelligence Officer who has spent over twenty-four years 
working for the Department of Defense and the Department of Homeland Security, in 
a wide variety of assignments stateside and overseas. He began his military career as a 
U.S. Marine, Cryptologic Spanish Linguist, and spent twelve years on active duty.  In 
2007, Kevin left the Marines and began his civilian career at the Defense Intelligence 
Agency as a Counter Drug Intelligence Officer. While assigned to DIA, he authored 
numerous finished reports supporting senior DOD leaders and served abroad as an 
adviser to the Colombian military. In 2009, he joined the Department of Homeland 
Security, as a Border Security Analyst and in 2012 he was promoted to the Chief of 
the Americas Branch where he oversaw the production of reports pertaining to a wide 
range of border security topics.  Kevin is currently the Chief of the National Threat 
Evaluation and Reporting Program where he leads a team of intelligence professionals 
and program managers that develop training and support initiatives to support the 
Homeland Security Enterprise in evaluating suspicious activity reporting to prevent 
incidents of school shootings and targeted violence across the country.  He holds 
a Master of Arts in Security Studies (Center for Homeland Defense and Security) 
degree from Naval Postgraduate School, a Master of Business Administration degree 
from Pennsylvania State University, and a Bachelor of Arts in History degree from the 
University of Maryland University College

Ryan Burchnell | MA0701/0702
Ryan Burchnell, a former Executive Director of the Alabama State Police and Chief 
Technology Officer (ret.) for the Florida Highway Patrol, serves as lead strategist for the 
FirstNet organization at AT&T. Ryan is responsible for policy and market development 
efforts focused on public safety technical innovation designed to meet the rapidly evolving 
needs of our Nation’s first responders. He is a graduate of the 255th Session of the FBI 
National Academy, holds a Master’s Degree in Homeland Security and Defense from 
the U.S. Naval Postgraduate School, a Bachelor’s Degree in Criminology from Florida 
State University, and a Certificate in Criminal Justice Education from the University of 
Virginia. He is a member of the International Association of Chiefs of Police - Committee 
on Homeland Security and represents AT&T with the Industry Council for Emergency 
Response Technologies (iCert) and the IJIS Institute.
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CHDS REGIONAL ALUMNI CHAPTERS
1. Oregon, Portland
•  Chris Voss 

chris77voss@gmail.com
 
2. California Northern, Greater Bay Area
•  Sara Kay 

sarakayoakland17@gmail.com

3. California Capital Region
•  Eric Saylors 

esaylors8@gmail.com

4. California, Los Angeles
•  Frank Forman 

captain224@gmail.com

5. California, Inland Empire
•  David Green 

green_da@sbcity.org
•  Jason Lappin 

jasonplappin@gmail.com

6. Guam, Western Pacific 
•  Frank Ishizaki 

guamgman@gmail.com

7. Arizona, Phoenix
•   Sylvia Moir 

moir4@me.com

8. Colorado, Rocky Mountain
•  Ryan Fields-Spack 

rfieldss@icloud.com

9. New Mexico, Albuquerque
•  Angi English 

englishangi@gmail.com

10. Texas, El Paso
•  Calvin Shanks 

calvin.shanks@ttuhsc.edu

11. Texas, Dallas
•  Will Bierman 

willbierman@yahoo.com
•  Gary Cummings 

gary.cummings@nps.edu

12. Kansas/Missouri
•  Erica Hupka 

ehupka@kumc.edu

13. Canada, Ontario
•  John Dehooge 

johnwdehooge@gmail.com

14. Ohio, Dayton
•  Darren Price 

darrenpricenps1405@gmail.com
•  Bruce Robertson 

brobertson@centervilleohio.gov
•  Jeff Payne 

payne136@gmail.com

15. Tennessee, Nashville
•  Patrick C. Sheehan 

patrickcsheehan@gmail.com

16. Alabama, Huntsville
•  Jonathan Gaddy 

jonathanwgaddy@gmail.com

17. Georgia, Atlanta
•  Kelly Nadeau 

kelly.nadeau@dph.ga.gov
•  Wendy Smith 

wendy.Smith@fultoncountyga.gov

18. Florida, Northern
•  Ronald Lendvay 

rlend2@yahoo.com
•  Thomas Guglielmo 

thomas.p.guglielmo@dhs.gov

19. Florida, Southern
•  Romeo B. Lavarias 

rblavarias@miramarfd.org
•  Deanna Kralick 

deanna.m.kralick@cbp.dhs.gov

20. New York, Western
•  Patrick O’Flynn 

poflynn@monroecounty.gov

21. New York, Northeast
•  Richard Blatus 

firesafeltd@aol.com
•  Thomas Richardson 

richartj1959@gmail.com

22. Massachusetts, New England
•  Phil McGovern 

tank441@aol.com

23. New Jersey, Mid-Atlantic
•  Walt Smith 

wsmith6067@msn.com
•  Robert Giorgio 

rgiorgio32@gmail.com

24. Washington D.C., National Capital
•  Samantha Korta 

samantha.korta@gmail.com
•  Heather Issvoran 

hissvora@nps.edu 

  INTERESTED IN STARTING 
 A NEW CHAPTER? 
Send an e-mail to Heather Issvoran  
at hissvora@nps.edu
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