MASTER’S DEGREE
PROGR AM (MA)
ABOUT THE PROGRAM

The CHDS Master’s Degree Program brings local, state, tribal,
territorial, and federal homeland security leaders together in a unique
learning environment.
Participants are current or rapidly advancing leaders from diverse
homeland security disciplines including, but not limited to, law
enforcement, fire service, emergency management, military and public
health. The diversity of expertise participants bring to the classroom
facilitates the exploration of homeland security issues from different
perspectives and strengthens participants professional networks.
Students admitted to the program hold positions with significant
homeland security-related responsibilities, and the demand of their
jobs prevent most of them from enrolling in traditional in-residence
MA programs. To accommodate their time constraints students
are in-residence only two-weeks every quarter for a total of 12 weeks
for the 18-month program. Master’s students comprise five concurrent
cohorts, three in Monterey, CA and two in the
National Capital Region.

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

The degree provides leaders with the knowledge and skills to:
• Develop policies, strategies, plans and programs to prevent
terrorist attacks within the United States, and reduce America’s
vulnerability to terrorism and catastrophic events.
• Build the organizational and interagency arrangements needed to
strengthen homeland security.
• Help mayors, governors, other elected officials and federal leaders
improve homeland security preparedness by developing actionable
policies and strategies.

APPLICATION CRITERIA

When applying to the program, applicants must have a bachelor’s
degree from an accredited institution and be employed full-time by
a local, state, tribal or federal organization, be in the National Guard
under Title 32, or a member of the U.S. Coast Guard. Applicants must
have homeland security experience and responsibilities; in addition,
sign an agreement to remain in homeland security-related jobs for a
minimum of two-years following graduation from the program.

ANNUAL APPLICATION DEADLINES

May 1
December 1
www.chds.us/masters
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WHAT SENIOR LEADERS HAVE TO SAY:
“Some of my favorite memories at CHDS are the in-depth discussions on emerging issues. Those discussions often started in the
classroom but continued after class and then when we were all at home. Finding a group of homeland security experts who could
give various insights into very difficult problems is priceless Those discussions have continued even after graduation.”
—— MICHELLE TONELLI
Attorney
U.S. Department of Homeland Security
“I initially applied for the Naval Postgraduate School Center for Homeland Defense and Security Masters in Homeland Security
program based on scholarship publications from the NYPD. As I spoke to colleagues and former cohort members, I was amazed
at their experiences and the glow on their faces when they spoke about it. The program gave me a new respect for homeland
security and the professionals in the field. There are so many benefits for those who dare to take the challenge of the program - the
knowledge of the professors, the diverse background, collegiality and experiences of the cohort members, and the dedication of the
staff to help every participant succeed. I learned in the program that homeland security influences every part of everyday life. The
relevancy and timeliness of the curriculum is demonstrated in the statement I made every time the cohort gathered for our inresidence sessions. “This course syllabus is written and re-written every day in the real world.”
—— MARK MOLINARI
Captain
New York Police Department
“The combination of the top notch professors who are educated and experienced in various disciplines of homeland security, the
variety of coursework, and the opportunity to academically research topics outside of my own scope of work is what ultimately led
me to apply to CHDS. Now that I have completed the program, my research turned into reality - CHDS was by far the right choice
to achieve my goals for enhancing my knowledge, skills, and abilities across all homeland security disciplines. I would recommend
CHDS to anyone considering a career in homeland security - hands down.”
—— KATRINA WOODHAMS
Deputy Director, FEMA
Office of Preparedness Integration and Coordination (OPIC)
“Sir Issac Newton once said that “if I have seen further, it is by standing on the shoulders of Giants.” The opportunity to learn
alongside some of the brightest minds of the homeland security enterprise is surpassed only by the rigorous standards of academic
excellence established by the collection of faculty instructors at NPS-CHDS. Enrollment at CHDS allows you to explore radical
new ideas, or expand the existing research put forward by those who have come before.”
—— CAL BOWMAN
Deputy Director
Maryland Governor’s Office of Homeland Security
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